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autiguity, It has existed for so

‘laymg the eorner stone

‘eommonly understeod

“THE CORNER STONE.”

Address Dellvered Before the Masonlc
Girand Lodge, at ¥Vinita, by Henry
M. Furman, Grand Orator.

Brethren of the Grand Lodge
of the Indian Territory: The
enstom of laying the corner|

esting and-instruetive eceremon
1es practiced by mankind. lll
18 interesting en aeccount of its

long a time that neither history
nor trudition can tell when it |
was first instituted. The fact
tbhat it has been handed down !
to us from unkmowu genera |
tions and that it has beeu ob. |
served and performed in the|
dead laiguages of dim and dis- |
tant jast proves that it wmust |
haye muoch that is good and
twue about it; otherwise, u
would long since have perished

aud been numbered amoug the

forgotiten dead.

The earliest refereuce to thi:
eustom 18 found in that grand
light in Masonry—the Holy Bi
ble, In the 36th chapter of the
book of Job, beginning with
the first verse, we find this lan
guage: ““Then the Lord an-
swered Job out of the whirl
wind and said, Who is tais that
datkeneth counsel by words
without knowledge! Gird np
thy loins like a man for 1 wil:
d.mand of tnee, aud answe
thou me, Where wast thou
when | laid the foundations ol
the: world! Deeclare, if ithou
hast noderstanding, who laid
the measures thereof, if thou
knowest; or who hath strotelied
the line upou it. Whereupou
are the foundations thervof
fastened, or who laid tae eor |
nerstone thereofi?”’

The evident purpose and
meaning of this passage ol
seripture i8 to ‘teach how ab-
sard it is for man, the ereature,
to . question the works of God,
the Ureator; for the finite to at
tew:pt to measure the infinite.
Auny such -attempt “darken: th
counsel by words. withou
knowledge.”” But this passage
of seripture also proyes beyond
dispute that the ceremony of
was
practiced and well understood
in the days of Job.

The Bible is the inestimable
gift from (iod to mau as a rule
and guide of our faith and
practice in life. It guides us
to all truth; it direets our paths
to the temple of happiness, and
points out the whole duty of
man. No idle or meaningless
language is found upon its sa
cred pages. The great truths
whieh it teaches -and the illus
trations which it presents are
sueh as can be easily under-
stood by the people to whom it
is addressed.

The -eustom of laying a cor-
ner gtone must have been prac
ticed in the days of Job and
) by the
veople, or it neverwould haw-'

 fully seen or understood

been referred to by the Lord as
an illustration of a truth which
he desired the people to under
stand If the ceremony of lay
ing the corner stone was prae
ticed in the days of Job, then
the fraternity of Freemasons
must also have existed at that
time, because it is a Masonic
ceremony, No other society m
Iraternity except the Masons
can or has ever attempted te
explain its symbolic- meaning.

There are other passages of
seriplure :ot'errmﬁ to the cor
ner stone which 1 shall guote
directly. When they are cou-
sidered in connection with ths
Masonie explanation of th
symbolism of the corner stone,
it will be found that this expla
uation pot only barmonize:
with but explains the tru
meaning of these passages ol
seripture, and that it gives a
additiopal force and meaning
to them which would not b
with-
out the explanation whieh Ma
sonry gives,

Taken altogether, it is to
clear for argument that the
corner stone ceremony  fre-
quently referr- d to in the Bibl
is identical with the ceremony
which has always been prac
ticed by the Masonie frateruity

Iu the 144th Psalm, 11th and
12th verses, David uses this
language: **Rid me and delive:
me from the hand of strang
children, whose meonth speak

ath vanity and whose right hand
I8 a hand of wiekeduess, tha:
our sons may be as plant: |
grown up in their youth, thart |
our daughters may be as cor |
ner stones, poliched after the
similitude of a palace.”” Hen
we find the yery soul of poetrs
iaking one of the symbols of
Masonry and with it paying
true and beautiful compliment
to woman, She is indeed ths
precious  corner  stone upon
which rests the superstructure
ol our social fabriec and from
which vadiate those powerful.
purifying and ennobling influn-

ences which have eivilized avd | J

refined the world, Without her |
sweet and gentle influence this
world, with all its boasted
wealth, culture and power. |
wonld speedily lapse into bar-|
barism. A low regard for hm‘r
is hke ashes from the furnaee
of hell; it destroys all that is |
pure aud noble and sinks men |
down to infamy and death. A
high regard for her ic like fire
taken from the altar of heaven;
it purifies and ennobles and
lifts man up and makes hin
uearer to 'nd more like his
God. She is the embodiment
ol purity, devotion and love,
the climax of God’s creation.
David must have understood
the Masonie explanation of the
corner stone; he beautifully ex
presses it with regard to the
position of woman in the moral
and soeial world.

In the 16th verse of the 28tl
chapter of Isaiah wa find thi-
lanmmage: *‘Therefore, thu:
saith the Lord God, Behold, |
lay in Zion for a fourdation
stene, a tried stone, a precious

| Bt.

’b‘l. Panl 1

corner stone—a Ssure [oun:la-
tion. He that believ th shall
wot imake haste.” Mark we!l
the language nsed. The corne:
stone is a tried stone, a precions
stone, aud a sure foumdation.
1s u stone of such great jmport
ance that it 18 referred to as
symbolical of the promised de
liverer of God’s ehosen people.
Bear these things in mind and
see how they harmonize with
the Masonic explauation of the
corner stone. Isaiah mmst have
had this explanation in mind
when he used this language.
He was taking the eeremony of
the corner stone and with it at-|
tempting to give the people an
idea of what the Messiah was
to be. The illnstration was ex-
ceedingly appropriate.  The
most iu:pnl'taut ceremony prac
ticed by mankind was selected
to illustrate the most important

even tha. was to happen in tiu-‘
bistory of the world. By thisl
means the mission of the Mes-

siah was brought within the

comprehension of the peop.e;!
they knew the meaning of the

ceremony of the laying of the

corner stone. From thei

kunowledge of this eeremony

they could not misunderstand

the language of Isaiah When

you have heard the Masouiec ex

planation of the eorner stone
you will see that the harmony

of the illustration is onue of sur

passing beauty.

In the 19th and 20th verse:
of the 2d chapter of Ephesians
Paul says: “‘Now, there
fore, ye are no more straugers
and foreioners, but fellow-eiti-
zeus with the saints aud of the

{ honsehoid of God, and are bmlt

upon the foundation of ths
apostles and prophets, Jesu:
Christ himself being the chief
corner stone."’

Masonie tradition informs uos
that both St. John the Baptisi
and St. John, the evangel
15T, were mewmbers of our order.
As a tribute of respect to thei

memory, Masonic lodges ar
dedieated to the holy Saints
ohn.

Prior to Christ Masonic

lodges from the building of the
temple had been dedicated to
King Solomon; but sinee the
CUhristian era they are dedicated
to the St. Johu the Bajitist and
St. John, the evangelist, as all
well informed Masons know.

From the language used by
am satisfied shat it
he was _not a Mason, then th
symbolism of the corper stone
must have beeu known to him
Let UB Now compare these
verses ol scripture with the
true meaning of the Masone
ceremony of laying the corner
stone.
_ In the first place, it was the
imvariable custom of our an
clent brethren to lay the eornel
stoune in the northeast corper of
the building. This was not the
result of chance or caprice, bnt
it was based upon good and
sufficient reasouns, such a8 Ma
sons are always able to give
ln}"v\'m'}'th_mg that they do. '
The position of the cornel
stone teaches a great symboiic |

lesson; one which all men in
all ages should not only learn,
but which eannot be too deeply
impressed apon the huoman
mind In ancient days the
North was not only the region
of desolation and death, as it is
now, but it was also involved
it the most dense, intellectual
and woral darkvess. The
hoides of barbarians who en-
deavored to stamp out and de-
stroy early civilization all eame
from towards the north, there
fore Masonry taught that the
North was the place of dark-
ness.  Exactly the opposite
conditions existed in the East.

{ Creatiou began in the Ea:t: the

garden of Eden was in the E st;
the sun rises in the East. All
civilization and all religion at
that time existed in the East.
Aucient writings are full of al-
lusions to the Wise Men from
the KEast. For these reasons
Mas nry taught that the East
was the place of light. The
corner stone was i laced iu the
northeast corner of the build
ing 1 order that it might be
between the North. the place of
darkness, and the East, the
place of light, as a symbol to
teach men and Masons that it
was their duty to strive contin-
nilly to pass from darkness to
light; from ignoranece to knowl
edge; from vice to virtue. Com-
pare this with the language of
l«aiah when he prophecied that
the Messiah would be a pre
cions corner stone, the people
knew what position the corne)
stone occupied, and they -lso
knew what that position taught:
therefore, the simple statement
that the Radeemer of mankind
wonld be a precious corner
stone, at once enabled the peo
ple tounderstand that He wonld
stand between the powers of

darkues  and the powers of
light, and that His mssior
would be the noble, glorions

and divine work of leading men
from darkness to light: fron
ignorance o knowledge: fron
vice to virtue.

Masonry teaches that the cor-
ner stone must possess the
most enduring qualities so that,
atter the building 1o which 1t is
placed shall have ernmbled and
monlded to dnst, the corne:
stone may still be found, The
enduring quality of the corner
stone is symbolie of immortal-
ity. It teaches us that, although
this hou e of our earthly taber-
nacle mus: sooner or later per
ish and beecome food for the
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Just Think of It1

STEVENS, KENNERLY
& SPRAGINS CO., -~

Wholesale and Retail Hardwa.c and Implement Hoo-e,

....ARDMONE, I. T,

Have just reecived on a ehern freight rate, and want 5 v 4
onee, on terms to <ait purchasers, 1 order 1o make room:

One carload of Barl'ed Wire and Na,'~
One carload of ““CANTON’’ Wagons.

One carload of O’3rien ‘“*LAFAYEITE"™
Wagons.

One carload of "'BPIN" Wagons.

One carload of Our | amous Buggies, Hacks _
and Surries. ‘]

All of which we zell ander a1

sitive o qrantee,

We carry the best brands of | abber and Leather Beltings of il
sizes, Our stock of Iron Roofing : nd Wagon and Blacksmith’s Mae
rinl is complete. We have Hay | resses and Rakes. The hight ru
ning "JONES” Mowers and Bind rs are the best, We CAITY R cow
pleie stoek of Builders’, Shelf au ! Heavy Hardware, Tinware that
won't rust, Harness, Sewing Mael ines and Qils. We also CATYY 1l
Aermotor Wind Mill, and Porcelais Lined Bath Tubs. In faet, we
have anythihg in the hardware line ruat v2u can ask for.

We want your trade, and will «@ve vou nouey Don’t fail 1o eall
and get fignres.

BroapwAy CARRIAGE SHop.

For all Kionds of ; ——

Buggy WOr_k

And at

Patentee of the
Celebinied

Top Prop Rest,

To k2ep bows

4 3
s k. i I ro
(e AN .

| Frices lo Sult the Times hreaking

- = . exurresees when top s et
All Kinds of Top ' down Try apais
Repairs for T-

s Palat'ng : Trinmimg
+ D. =. ALILE N, Proprietor

0ld California Watchmakers.

% Watches, Clocks, Diamonds,
Jewelry, Musical Instruments, Etc.

This tirm makes a specialty of Repairing Watches that other men have failed
in fixing. 45 years' expericonce. Jewslry Made to Order. Call and see the

Watchies and Jewelry mudle by our own hands. Key wind movements
changed to stem wind. Ail work warranted.

I A A BULARD & SCV. |

| West. Main Street. Ardmore, Ind. Ter

SAVE MONEY

i

By carrying your wheat to the

~BERWYN FLOUR MILLS..

And get good, sound flour made from your own wheat.
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at my store.
1S complete in
proud to meet

WAR! CUBA WILL SURRENDER SOON!

> = - . . . .
But People are still enlisting to 2o to GARRISO
for he has his goods marked rig

Shoes, Cl

all departments,
you again.

Our goods are
reason | CAN SELL THEM CLOSEST FOR THE C
Goods, Boots

othing,
Come one, come ail. >

! I can save
Space forbids me giving

SN, :

o Buy From This Store is

-Not once or twice, but
deal to me.

all of the time.
new and clean

you money.

I will

- W_ GAR

One Price Cash Store.

Your good will

, and are bought

ASH.

SUGGS & BRO., Proprietors.

N'S ONE PRICE STORE, to save

ht for the Cash, in plain ficures.

to be Satisfied,

Remember,
ats and Caps, and a full line
I can save
a full quotation on
measure what you b

ou fifty per cent by buying for Cash
ry Goods and Groceries, |
uy, and weigh you correct pounds, and

ISON.
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~===letter for Consider_‘ation.ﬁ-—

their money,

and confidence is worth

: a great
right, for the Cash, and

for that
carry a complete line of Dry
of Staple and Fancy Groeceries.

but my stock
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= The People’s Friend.



